
City of Saluda  
Board of Commissioners 

 
Public Hearing 

June 8, 2015 6:00p.m 
 
 
The Saluda Board of Commissioners held a public hearing to discuss purposed changes to the current 
sign ordinance on June 8th, 2015 in the Saluda Public Library. 
 
Mayor Baisden called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m. 
 
Attendance was taken and present were Mayor Baisden, Commissioner Cass, Commissioner Oxtoby, 
Commissioner Ashburn, Commissioner Morgan, Attorney Baily Nager, Finance Officer Julie Osteen, 
Zoning Administrator Jon Cannon and Assistant City Clerk Jessica Desiano. 
 
Resident and Planning Board member, James Hrynyshyn gave a short presentation on how the Planning 
Board came to its final recommendations. He explained that the current ordinance is only 6 pages and 
the new one would be 10 pages. He said it does involve more work but that it is more concise and helps 
bring a majority of Saluda’s signs into compliance. He reiterated that when Mr. Cannon became Zoning 
Administrator most signs in town failed to comply with current standards and that it was hard to try and 
enforce one and not all of the others. He stated that the Planning Board began contemplating in 2014 
and that all were able to come to a consensus at the end. He stated one of their major concerns was 
defining exactly what a sign was, given that the current definition is very vague. Other ideas were safety, 
preserving the historic character of Saluda and not causing any undue burden to businesses or 
homeowners. 
 
Commissioner Morgan asked if all the planning board members agreed to all the recommended changes 
and Mr. Hrynyshyn replied that in the end everyone was in agreement that this was what was best for 
the city. Commissioner Morgan then asked if it was fact that his LP gas tanks were now outlawed the 
way they are displayed. Attorney Nager explained that for anyone in the future they would be, however 
Commissioner Morgan’s tanks are grandfathered in.  
 
Mr. Cannon explained that many residents and business owners attended these planning meetings and 
that their opinions were expressed and heard. He wanted residents to know two main points: off 
premise signs such as real estate, for rent, churches etc… would now be allowed with time and size 
specifications and property owners’ permission in C2 and C3 districts. He said that the Veteran’s sign 
would also be allowed under the new changes and with permission from property owner. Mr. 
Hrynyshyn stated that there was only one sign allowed on a parcel at a time but that two businesses 
could be on the same sign. Mr. Cannon went on to explain that some changes included some signs 
needing permits but having no cost, some signs not needing permits and other opportunities these 
changes would afford the city, such as wayfinding or directional signs. He stated that changes would 



allow illuminated signs in C2 and C3 and residential areas would see few changes but would be allowed 
a sign on each home and at the road with a few conditions. 
 
Commissioner Morgan asked if these changes were taking the power out of the Board’s hands. Attorney 
Nager stated that this was in reality no different than other processes where a group makes a 
recommendation and the Board contemplates and makes a decision. 
 
Resident Melissa Smith asked if the pole signs in front of a business are used in the calculation of the 
allowed 15% total signage. Mr. Cannon stated that yes, it was included but that 15% is very generous 
and many businesses do not come close. Mayor Baisden asked if they could use both sides of the sign 
and Mr. Cannon said yes. Mr. Cannon explained another change included requiring detached signs and 
items on Main St. be located no further than 4’ from front of the building to allow proper ADA access 
since it is public property. To be allowed items out front, a business must have 40’ of frontage. A 
resident asked if this applied to Manna Cabana and they were told “no, that business is not in the 
Historic District.”  
 
Resident Ellen Rogers asked if the new Marquee sign was in compliance and what district it is in. Mr. 
Cannon stated it was in C2 and that he wasn’t sure if it fell within size requirements but could be 
included under the potential wayfinding signs, which do not need permits. 
 
Resident Melissa Smith asked if Vehicles with signage were used in the businesses 15% calculation and 
Mr. Cannon said no. 
 
Mr. Bob Tobey from the Tryon Garden Club was present to ask for a way-finding sign to Pearson’s Falls 
at the end of Ozone on Hwy 176 since so many people are not sure which way to turn on Hwy 176. 
Mayor Baisden asked if DOT would place a sign for them and Mr. Toby said he would look into that 
option.  
 
Resident Dale Potruski asked how does a business get on one of the possible wayfinding signs and Mr. 
Cannon stated that the procedures had not been discussed yet. 
 
A copy of the purposed changes are attached. 
 
With no further discussion, Commissioner Cass made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Ashburn 
seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jessica Desiano, Assistant City Clerk.  Adopted this _______ day of  
 
_____________, 2015. 
 
_____________________________   ________________________________ 
Fred H. Baisden, Mayor    Jessica D. Desiano, Assistant City Clerk 
 
 
 



 


