
City of Saluda 
Board of Commissioners 

 

 
Regular Meeting 

July 13, 2015 7:00p.m 
 

The Saluda Board of Commissioners met for their regular public meeting on Monday, July 13, 2015 at 
7:00 P.M in the Saluda Public Library. 
 
Mayor Baisden called the meeting to order at 7:00P.M. A moment of silence was observed. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Attendance was taken and present were Mayor Baisden, Commissioner Cass, Commissioner Oxtoby, 
Commissioner Ashburn, Commissioner Morgan, Attorney Baily Nager, Finance Officer  Julie Osteen, 
Zoning Administrator Jon Cannon and Assistant City Clerk Jessica Desiano. 
 
Agenda Additions/Deletions 
 
Mayor Baisden called for any additions or deletions to the agenda. Commissioner Cass requested #1 
under old business be deleted. Commissioner Ashburn asked that a request from the Planning Board to 
elect members that reside outside of city limits but own property with in Saluda be added to the agenda 
as item # 5 under new business. Mayor Baisden then requested that item # 3 under new business be 
moved to follow public comment. 
 
Commissioner Cass made a motion to accept amended agenda and Commissioner Oxtoby seconded 
motion. All were in Favor. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Commissioner Oxtoby moved to accept consent agenda. Commissioner Morgan seconded the motion 
and all were in favor. 
 
Public Comment 
 
David Daughtery spoke about his concerns with the expanded outdoor seating at Green River BBQ and 
parking problems it creates for his business across the street. He stated that it has become very unsafe 
for all parties involved, including the children that have recitals there. Ellen Rogers also made comments 
on his behalf explaining that she shouldn’t have to try and control parking while caring for children. 
Mayor Baisden asked if the BBQ patrons were parking on Mr. Daughtery’s property and Ms. Rogers 
confirmed this and mentioned that they have gotten some no parking signs to try and help the situation 



but perhaps if the city had some signs up directing to public parking it would help as well. Mayor 
Baisden asked about the ordinance that regulates parking. Mr. Cannon said that as it stands, businesses 
are required to have one parking spot per 200 square feet inside area. He mentioned that this does not 
include outside space. He stated that the Planning Board was reviewing these issues. 
 
Shelley Dekay from the SBA gave updates on the Saluda Tailgate market and was happy to report that 
due to working with the Polk County Agriculture Economic Development, we were able to benefit from a 
grant they received to implement the capability to accept EBT cards at the local markets. She said that 
hopefully in August we can expect the Saluda Tailgate Market to have this ability. She said that not only 
can residents now use EBT cards, they will receive double benefits. Mrs. Dekay also informed the City 
that the SBA believes Saluda needs to have a professional decorator for Christmas, as they have done in 
years past. She mentioned that they are in the process of getting bids and hopes that the City will share 
in those costs. 
 
Item #3- Henderson County taking over taxes-Stan Duncan 
 
Mayor Baisden stated that Saluda was now considering contracting Henderson County to bill and collect 
for the few Saluda City residents that reside in Henderson County, just as Polk County does for the other 
Saluda residents. Stan Duncan, Henderson County Tax Collector and Assessor, stated that the agreement 
would be basically the same as the one Saluda has with Polk County, with the exception that Henderson 
County would not retain all interest collected, that it would be prorated as with any prepayment. Mr. 
Duncan said that the City could expect the bills to be mailed by the end of July if both parties agree to 
the contract and that Saluda would receive monthly reports and checks from Henderson County’s 
Finance Department. Mr. Duncan reiterated that this was only for the annual billing and that includes 
real property, some personal property and some public utility property. He said by his records he shows 
a tax base of $2,813,135.00 and if paid on par is $17019.47. Those amounts, paid at the agreed 1.5%, 
equal $255.29 retained from the payments to Saluda. Mr. Duncan said that his Board would be voting on 
this issue Wednesday morning and Mayor Baisden said that once that vote was cast, the Saluda Board of 
Commissioners would vote.  
 
Department Reports 
 
Finance 
 
Mrs. Osteen did not have the June numbers to report as of yet. However, she did mention a motion that 
was made in September of 2014 to share in the cost with Wells Farm for the goats at the waste water 
treatment plant. She said that the motion was made and seconded but there was no consensus 
documented in the minutes. A vote was taken to complete the motion and all were in favor. 
 
Administration and Zoning 
 
Mr. Cannon reported on his zoning and permit requests. He also reported that the City Hall punch list 
had been completed but that there are still a few issues with the flooring. He mentioned a few upgrades 
that have been installed on City Hall computers and said that the City continues to work on becoming 
compliant with NC DENR. He stated that the trees in the Veteran’s park have been cut and that Jason’s 
Tree Service is trying to coordinate a time to remove the stumps from Main Street. 
 
Police 



Commissioner Oxtoby said that there was nothing new to report but that the department was planning 
to have a meeting about Coon Dog Day to discuss any issues that may have been handled differently. 
Mr. Cannon stated that he was also working with the police to install the software needed for the new 
radar gun. 
 
Buildings 
 
Commissioner Ashburn reported that Mr. Cannon was working on getting bids to sand and refinish the 
Library’s bottom floor. Mr. Cannon said he is also asking these contractors to bid on the waxing and 
sealing of the vinyl floors in the two small bathrooms in City Hall.  
 
Commissioner Ashburn said that the Fused Glass Art Projects were underway and that they hoped to 
have a few completed in late fall.  
 
Mayor Baisden wanted to commend Republic Services for the excellent job they did on Coon Dog Day. 
He heard many compliments from festival goers on the job they did managing the trash. He said 
Republic had about 5 guys here till about 12 am. 
 
Water 
 
Commissioner Cass gave a report on the utilities. She requested that the Board find time to discuss the 
Comprehensive Plan, as it keeps being pushed back. She also asked that we find time for an employee 
meeting. Commissioner Cass wanted to thank everyone involved for their hard work on Coon Dog Day 
and wanted to commend Mayor Baisden for helping with a water leak one night till early in the morning. 
 
Watermark Engineering Proposal- Johnathan Hollifield 
 
Mayor Baisden stated that it was requested at the last meeting that Mr. Hollifield remove the 
Interconnect portion from his proposal because Saluda was not sure how much money it could access. 
He said that after many conversations it appears to be around $170000.00 but that the City still needs to 
meet with Tryon and Columbus to see what their understandings were on the agreement. He said the 
current proposal includes water and sewer along Hart St. and Shand St. and that it needs to be approved 
before the City can move forward with the CIP. 
 
Commissioner Cass made a motion to accept the proposal from Watermark Engineering and 
Commissioner Oxtoby seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
 
 
Parks 
 
Commissioner Morgan did not have any final numbers yet for Coon Dog Day but thought it went well. 
He commended Terry Baisden and Tangie Morgan for all their hard work. 
 
Old Business 
 
Item #2-Pedestrians Pathways Grant-Commissioner Ashburn 
 



Commissioner Ashburn reported that she and Mayor Baisden attended a Bicycle and Pedestrian Meeting 
in Rutherfordton last Wednesday. She said that hopefully her joining the committee will bring some 
greater understanding as to what this whole plan entails. Commissioner Ashburn stated that they did 
submit 3 projects for consideration for a total of $250000.00. These three projects are listed on page 65 
of the plan (available for viewing at City Hall). If any of the City’s submissions are accepted, the City will 
be required to match 20% of the cost. Commissioner Ashburn said that in the event any projects are 
chosen the whole plan needs to be approved first by the Board.  
 
Commissioner Ashburn made a motion to approve the Pathway’s Plan. Commissioner Cass seconded 
the motion but Commissioner Oxtoby and Morgan objected, stating that more information is needed 
concerning the City’s commitment to this plan.  
 
Commissioner Ashburn said she would contact Isothermal before the next meeting to get further 
clarification. 
 
New Business 
 
Item #4- Salamander Wayfinding Sign-Jon Cannon 
 
Mr. Cannon received a request from Ben Iobst, owner of Salamander, to design and build a sign 
directing patrons to the shops past City Hall. This sign would be in the shape of a large arrow and would 
be affixed to the wall next to the City’s bulletin board. It would point upwards and say “More Shops”. A 
copy of the design is attached. Mr. Iobst would pay for the sign and he is aware that the sign may come 
down once the City finalizes its own wayfinding sign. Mr. Cannon stated that as Zoning Administrator, he 
believes the request is in compliance and recommends a motion to approve the sign. 
 
Commissioner Cass made a motion to approve the sign and Commissioner Ashburn seconded the 
motion. All were in favor. 
 
Item #5-Request From Planning Board 
 
Mayor Baisden stated that the City had received a letter from the Planning Board requesting that they 
be allowed to consider Board members that reside outside of the city limits within Henderson or Polk 
County but own property in Saluda. Mr. Hryshnyn was present to confirm this request and stated that it 
would be no more than 2 members out of 7. He also stated that this would allow for other ideas and 
perspectives to be considered in their planning. Mayor Baisden said that they would like a little time to 
discuss these possibilities and Mr. Hryshnyn said that they would just like to know by September. Mr. 
Nager said that as it stands now, to change the rules the City would need to hold a Public Hearing and 
Special Meeting.  
 
Mr. Nager also said that on a different note the Planning Board would have continued work to do on the 
new sign ordinance due to new Supreme Court rulings on the first amendment. He said that there is a 
webinar concerning this on August 19th, 2015 at 1PM.  
 
Closed Session to discuss personnel (NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6)) 

Commissioner Morgan made a motion to enter closed session. Commissioner Oxtoby seconded the 
motion and all were in favor. 



Return to Open Session 
 
Interim City Administrator Jon Cannon recommended a motion that Assistant City Clerk Jessica 
Desiano’s probationary period be completed and that her pay grade be increased to pay grade 12, level 
5, beginning six months from her hire date.  
 
Commissioner Oxtoby made a motion to accept Mr. Cannon’s proposal. Commissioner Cass seconded 
the motion and all were in favor. 
 
Commissioner Morgan made a motion to Hire Jon Cannon as Saluda’s City Administrator at pay grade 
30 with an annual salary of $65000.00 to include 50 hrs. a week starting August 3, 2015. Any time over 
50 hrs. a week will be compensated as straight time. Commissioner Cass seconded the motion and all 
were in favor.  
 
Commissioner Ashburn wanted to commend Mr. Cannon on his hard work and level attitude this last 
year. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Oxtoby made a motion to adjourn and 
Commissioner Morgan seconded motion. All were in favor. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jessica Desiano, Assistant City Clerk.  Adopted this _______ day of  
 
_____________, 2015. 
 
_____________________________  ________________________________ 
Fred H. Baisden, Mayor    Jessica D. Desiano, Assistant City Clerk 
 


