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MAY RECORDED MEETING WITH TERRY AND ELY EMORY 
 
Present were Mayor Fred Baisden, Commissioner Lynn Cass, Zoning Administrator Jon Cannon, City 
Attorney Bailey Nager, Ely and Terry Emory 
 
Commissioner Cass stated that the key points to be determined and discussed were as follows:  
 
#1 - The Emorys have agreed to accept that the proposed location of the bathrooms be on the left of 
the park (looking down from Main St.). 
 
a.) The Emorys would like to share the cost of maintaining the access road with everyone who uses 
it. 
 
The Emorys added that they don’t need the catch basin, and that power lines and telephone lines 
were put in for Thompson’s store.  Additionally, the underground spring opened up, and the 
LaFaves put in a foot of gravel to help with the spring overflow. Terry would like to see the water 
problems repaired before the fall, and we need to work out how this will be done. 
 
Mayor Baisden explained there is already a sewer line, which goes under the Saluda Grade café. 
There is an 8” sewer line already in place in Pace Park, which would take care of the Emorys and 
others if needed. 
 
Terry said that in a conversation with City Administrator Erny Williams that he would give the city 
the property to put in bathrooms, The Emorys would need an additional parking space.  Terry said 
the springhead was opened up by Mr. Thompson and Mr. LaFave.  Ely Emory stated that the back of 
the building was getting wet, and Mr. LaFave did some temporary fixes.  There is a culvert where 
the water pools and where Ely Emory presently uses to park her car, so city will need to make a 
new space.  Jon Cannon will look at it and see if the water can be redirected.   

 
#2 - Terry Emory said that the property being given to the city is 10 ft. at the end of the building.  
Mayor Baisden said that Chris Bradley will put in a 2 ft. tie bond at the beginning and end of the 
brick pavers.   Terry Emory asked about getting a sewer and water tap.  Mayor Baisden said Public 
Works Supervisor Bill Obermiller has already run the line, and that the city agreed they would 
provide this. 
 
#3 – The Emorys need approval for a swing out sign, which already exists, for Ely, which can be 
seen from the street. Jon Cannon will be involved in this. 
 
Point #4 – The city is not going to take over the driveway, but all parties need to get together to 
determine maintenance. The Emorys need to meet with Mr. LaFave to discuss the trash pickup and 
all other issues involved. Terry said that to have the work completed and the access road repaired 
with an extra parking space would cost approximately $6K. The Emorys would like to divide this 
cost with the city, the LaFaves, and themselves, and then deed the driveway to the city.  The Emorys 
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also asked if the driveway/access road could be a dead end.  Mr. LaFave has access to 12-14 ft. of 
the road for ingress and egress. 
 
#5 - Terry Emory said the last item to discuss was “the wall,” which is referred to as the “party wall” 
by the city.  Terry requested the city maintain the wall.  Mayor Baisden said the estimate he had 
from Outlaw Masonry to maintain the wall is $17K.  Terry Emory said the estimate he received 3 
years ago was approximately $3,500 – $3,600 to fix it. 
 
Commissioner Cass said we first need to determine who will own the wall.  Mr. Emory stated that 
he would like City Attorney Bailey Nager to discuss this with Attorney Feagan.  Attorney Nager 
stated that right now the wall is jointly owned by the City of Saluda and the Emorys and includes 
the inside of the wall as well. 
 
Ely Emory asked why the city would want sole ownership of the wall.  Her major concern with this 
is about what might happen 10 years from now.   
 
Mr. Emory suggested he could stipulate what could be done to that wall in the future.   Attorney 
Nager stated that anything put in writing can be made binding.  Mr. Emory was concerned with 
future owners and what they might do with that property, so he would like Attorney Nager to 
discuss this with Attorney Feagan to come up with a legally sufficient agreement between the 
Emorys and the City over the wall.  Attorney Nager agreed to do this, but the agreement would have 
to be made by the Emorys and include who would be responsible for paying for maintenance if it 
remains joint ownership. 
 
Mayor Baisden expressed his desire to keep the wall a shared cost.  Zoning Administrator Jon 
Cannon added that it would definitely be advantageous to share the cost because both the City and 
the Emorys would have a say in how it appears and what changes might be made. 
 
Mr. Emory added that one electrical box could come off the wall as it no longer functions, and he 
stated that he and Ely would like another door.  Commissioner Cass suggested that they could 
widen the door or make it a double door so you can enter/exit from the back.  She added it would 
be located further back from the existing door.   
 
Terry Emory asked if Mr. Williams ever discussed how much property the Emorys agreed to give to 
the city.  They said they told him they would be willing to go to the edge of the building.  Mayor 
Baisden stated that any other building back there would have to be a certain distance away from 
the power line pole. 
 
In summary, Terry said that two things needed to be finalized: 

1. A determination on the access road behind the building. Do the Emorys keep it or give it to 
the city along with widening the road before it is given to the city, but only if it’s cost 
effective? 

2. An agreement on who will own and maintain the wall. 
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Attorney Nager asked the Emorys if the LaFaves have an easement on the property and if there is 
any maintenance agreement on the easement.  The Emorys stated that there is a 12 ft. right of way, 
and Mr. Thompson owns the property where Mr. LaFave parks his car. 

An issue over trash pick-up by Saluda Grade Café owner Kaye Vasquez was discussed, and it was 
determined that maybe the issued could be resolved with cost sharing maintenance on the road 
with other businesses. 

Commissioner Cass asked who should contact them.  Mayor Baisden suggested getting Wilkes 
Communication (formerly known as TDS) on board first then approach the others.  Mayor Baisden 
added that the Powell fund doesn’t give us enough funds to maintain our streets.   

Bailey summarized by stating that the driveway proposal is to get four parties to contribute to the 
cost of refurbishing the driveway and the proposal for ownership is to be determined.  He added 
that the Emorys stated that they do not want to spend $6K to repave the driveway; Mayor Baisden 
asked what about agreeing to joint maintenance of the driveway and the wall.  The four parties 
involved should talk about the driveway, and the city and the Emorys should talk about the party 
wall. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Hemenway, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


