
 

 

City of Saluda 
Board of Commissioners 

 

Regular Meeting 

April 9, 2018 7:00pm 

The Saluda Board of Commissioners met for their regular public meeting on Monday, April 9, 2018 at 

7:00pm at the Saluda Public Library. 

Mayor Baisden called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  A moment of silence was observed. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Attendance was taken and present were Mayor Baisden, Commissioner Walker, Commissioner Marion, 

Commissioner Morgan, Commissioner Oxtoby, Police Chief Charles Conner, City Manager Jon Cannon, 

and City Clerk Tola Ellis. 

Agenda Additions/Deletions 

City Manager Jon Cannon requested to add: 

Presentation by the Polk County Library Director 

Mayor Baisden suggested that the item be added prior to Old Business. 

Commissioner Morgan made a motion to accept the agenda with the addition.  Commissioner Walker 

seconded and all were in favor. 

Minutes 

• Minutes from March 3, 2018 Special Called Meeting 

• Minutes from March 12, 2018 BOC Regular Meeting 

• Minutes from March 20, 2018 Special Called Meeting 

Commissioner Walker pointed out that on page 2, last sentence should read “Carolyn Ashburn stated 

that she would” rather than “Carolyn Ashburn stated that should”. 

Commissioner Walker made a motion to accept the minutes with the minor change.  Commissioner 

Morgan seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

Consent Agenda 

• PCCF Grant Acceptance 

Mr. Cannon provided a summary of Play Day and the details of the grant award. 



 

 

Commissioner Morgan made a motion to accept the Polk County Community Foundation Grant No. 

20180203 for the free community Play Day.  Commissioner Walker seconded the motion and all were 

in favor. 

Public Comment 

Mayor Baisden reminded those who had signed up that they would be restricted to a length of 3 

minutes. 

Resident Tom McHugh spoke against a proposed firing range and training center by Henderson County.  

He lives off Macedonia Road and will be facing construction just 500 ft. from his home.  He was told that 

the noises were similar to a woodpecker but, realistically knows that the noises will be obtrusive.  He 

does not want the county to proceed with their plans. 

Resident Rima Synnestvedt also was opposed to the firing range and training center.  She lives off Fox 

Paw Lane (off Holbert Cove Road) and is 2 miles from the proposed site.  She referenced a private gun 

range nearby who’s aftermath resembled Armageddon.  The noises from that existing range is very 

audible and obnoxious and feels that the range would be terrible for wildlife. 

Resident John McHugh owns 30 acres and has property that is adjacent to the proposed range.  He is 

concerned about the impact that the range will cause for property values and the environment.  He 

requested that the Board urge Henderson County not to act. 

Mr. Yorke Pharr is not a resident but, is active in land development in the Saluda and Green River areas.  

He was involved recently in a county controversary in which 50-60 residents virtually took over a County 

Commissioner meeting by speaking out against a different project.  He was urging all residents of the 

City of Saluda to do the same by attending the Wednesday, April 18, 2018 meeting at 9:00am. 

Resident Jay Bergen spoke against the range as well.  He lives off Knight Road and has been a resident 

since 2006.  He expressed how obscene it was to spend $6 million on a project and how the idea of the 

proposed site was remote is ridiculous. 

Resident Sara Bell lives off Cedar View Lane, owns 2 businesses and 130 acres off the Green River Gorge.  

She said that the timeline for this project is so tight and little information is provided that it is scary.  She 

asked local officials to develop a line of communication with neighboring officials to speak against this 

project.  She felt that the range would threaten the main economic driver for the City:  tourism.   

Mayor Baisden initiated discussion regarding current local firing ranges and training centers with the 

capacity to continue taking in officers for their required training.  The main point that arose was that 

ranges built by the State underwent thorough due diligence.  An element that appeared to be missing 

from the current County plans. 

Business Owner Nancy Wilson said that she bought the former summer camp 27 years ago and it is now 

known as Camp Wayfarer.  Attendance began at 20 kids and has grown to over 500.  She mission is to 

teach community values and how to be great citizens of their country; not to serve them with the 

sounds of war. 

Mayor Baisden thanked all of the speakers for being there and voiced understanding for their concerns. 

Public Hearing(s) 

Budget/Department Reports  



 

 

Ms. Osteen was out of town so, Mr. Cannon presented the Financial Report for the nine months ended 
March 31, 2018.  Statements were prepared prior to the Spring into Swing event.  He covered some 
highlights which included: 
 
General Fund (Revenue) 
 -Ad Valorem taxes-$661,681 
 -Local Option Sales Tax-$100,535 
 -Utility Franchise Tax-$35,988 (represents first two  
 -Total Revenue-$977,507 (93% to the budget for the year) 
 
General Fund (Expenditures) 
 -General Government-Administration-County Collection Charges-$9,995 (1.5% of the amount 
collected by Polk and Henderson County) 
 -Total General Government expenditures-$283,246 (70% to the budget for the year) 
 -Public Safety-Police-Dues and Subscriptions-$6,726 (exceeded budget by $387 due to renewal 
date on Citipak being Mid-March and had to be paid prior to July 1st; a budget amendment will be 
presented) 
 -Public Safety-Total Police-$263,921 (79% to the budget for the year) 
 -Public Safety-Total Fire-$55,289 (75% of budget) 
 -Total Public Safety-$319,210 
 -Transportation-Repairs and Maintenance-$90,539 (reflects upcoming paving on Chisholm 
Street; City has recorded full balance on Chisholm but, only paid 50% down payment; $8,000 of 
Chisholm will be allocated to Powell in April) 
 -Transportation-Total Transportation-$121,931 (88% to the budget for the year) 
 -Powell Fund-$22,363 (73% to the budget for the year) 
 -Environmental Protection-Total Environmental Protection-$78,281 (represents 9 months of 
garbage contract costs (81% of the budget for the year) 
 -Cultural and Recreation-Library-Maintenance-$18,937 ($8,000 was incurred due to water 
damage from rain storm and remodeling of Teen space and renovations to conference room) 
 -Cultural and Recreation-Total Library-$26,383 (87% to the budget for the year) 
 -Cultural and Recreation-Total Parks-$11,544 ($2,750 of which was for purchase of new swing 
set for McCreery Park and City staff setup time for Swing into Spring of $76) 
 -Total Cultural and Recreation-$39,476 (67% to the budget for the year) 
 -Total Expenditures-$893,966 (75% to the budget for the year) 
 -Anticipated Surplus-$105,541 
 
Water and Sewer Fund 
 -Total Revenue-$668,579 (88% to the budget for the year) 
 -Water Purchases-$74,623 (65% to the budget for the year; under budget) 
 -Anticipated Surplus-$197,139 (sufficient to cover 1st annual loan/reserve payment to USDA) 
 
USDA Capital Project Fund 
 -Total budget of $1,911,000 with expenditures of $107,502 on construction related engineering 
services, legal fees and permits.  McGill has been contacted and asked to hold any future invoices until 
interim financing has been received. 
 
Finally, he presented two budget amendments.  The first one is under Police for $650 to be reallocated 

from Operations and Supplies-Police to Dues and Subscriptions to offset the Citipak expenditure.  The 

final one is under Cultural and Recreation for $5,000 to record a significant donation to McCreery Park 

outside of the matching donations. 



 

 

The full report and amendments can be read at City Hall. 

Commissioner Oxtoby made a motion to accept the budget amendments as presented.  Commissioner 

Walker seconded and all were in favor. 

Police Department 

Commissioner Oxtoby presented the March Police Department Report.  There were 8 arrests, 1 for 

warrants, 1 for fugitive, 1 for D.W.I., 4 for drugs and 1 for fictitious information to the police.  They 

provided traffic control assistance for Public Works on Ozone Street and then assisted Polk County 

Police Department, Columbus Police Department, Highway Patrol and the Fire Department.  The full 

report can be read at City Hall. 

Parks/Sanitation 

Commissioner Marion reported that the Parks Committee held their meeting 2 weeks ago.  The 

McCreery Park Fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday, March 24 from 11-3pm that will include a Dance-A-

Thon, a raffle to include incredible prizes for a weekend in Saluda and a gourmet hot dog lunch.  Finally, 

he reported that after the Board Budget Retreat, the Commissioners decided to not pursue the PARTF 

grant this year due to tight budgetary requirements for the USDA loan.  It will be considered next year. 

Water 

Commissioner Walker read a reminder regarding the regulations set down by the Division of Water 

Quality for fats, oils and grease.  Then, he reported 59 accounts as past due with 11 scheduled for 

disconnect.  $1,475 in late fees with a total of $9,485 past due. 

Buildings/Streets Department  

Commissioner Morgan stated that the paving on Chisholm Street is complete, street signs have been 

installed and the survey had been completed for Shand Street to determine cross culverts.  Discussion 

ensued over why cross culverts are needed in that area. 

*NEW* Polk County Library Presentation 

Library Director, Rishara Finsel, reported first 3 quarters numbers for the Saluda Community Library: 

 -23,000 visited the library 

 -7,000 log-ins at computer stations 

 -11,000 items had been checked out 

 -1,100 in attendance for activities 

She stressed that these numbers reflect a strong economic impact to the City of Saluda. 

Next, she explained that since its inception 2 and a half years ago, a strategic plan was put into effect 

that covered 5 priorities: 

1. Explore and know our community 

2. Visit a comfortable place 

3. Connect with technology 

4. Spark and satisfy curiosity 

5. Create a brighter future 



 

 

She also revealed that there is a big teen population that is engaged and opinionated about their 

community.  They were a big voice for a teen room within the Saluda Library.  This was eventually made 

possible through a grant from the PCCF and labor provided by the City. 

Other advancements include new chairs throughout the building and the receipt of another grant to 

upgrade technology in the community room. 

Carolyn Ashburn asked if outside groups can use the library when it is closed.  Ms. Finsel replied that it 

was possible for government affiliated groups only due to liability issues. 

Old Business 

Item #1 SDF Document Signing 

Mr. Cannon provided a brief explanation of who the SDF is and the SDF, SBA and City of Saluda 

partnership. 

Mayor Baisden and SBA President, Marc Blazar, signed the following documents: 

1. City of Saluda and Saluda Business Association-Downtown Economic Development Agreement 

2. City of Saluda Funding Agreement for Economic Development and Promotions in the Downtown 

District 

3. Saluda Downtown Foundation Inc. Bylaws (only Marc Blazar signed) 

Mr. Blazar asked who the appointed representative from the Board would be for the SBA and SDF.  

Mayor Baisden replied that it will be determined at the next meeting. 

Item #2 Special Event Golf Cart Amendment 

Mr. Cannon presented a revised City of Saluda Special Events Ordinance and Amended Resolution 

Setting Schedule of Fees.  He noted that the ordinance has been restructured to include consistent 

formatting and inclusion of definitions.  Other specific changes include on pg. 1, Article 1-Definitions #3 

Inspection event (the word “appointment” should be changed to “appointed”), pg. 3, Article 3-Permits, 

#3 Permit Revocation (authority was given to the Board only but, in the cases of violations occurring the 

day of an event, the City Manager and Chief of Police may now have the ability to enforce the 

repercussions of a violation), and then pg. 4, Article 6-Street Closing #1 (the word “dosing” should be 

“closing”).  Discussion of fees and allowable number of golf carts per event ensued. 

Mr. Cannon reminded the Board that any previously approved golf cart through the City may be used 

during the event, in addition to the number allowed within the special events permit.  Commissioner 

Walker suggested that the schedule of fees be edited to allow a maximum of 20 golf carts per special 

event permit. 

Commissioner Oxtoby made a motion to adopt the proposed City of Saluda Special Events Ordinance 

with the changes as discussed previously.  Commissioner Walker seconded and all were in favor. 

Commissioner Walker made a motion to approve the Resolution Setting Schedule of Fees with the 

revision of 20 golf carts maximum per special event permit.  Commissioner Oxtoby seconded and all 

were in favor. 

New Business 

Item #1 Greenville Street Light 



 

 

The City of Saluda is in receipt of a request to add a street light to Greenville street at the intersection of 

Greenville Street and Erwin Street. The citizen indicated concerns with the difficulty at night in seeing 

the intersection of Greenville street, Erwin street and the parking lot entrance. City staff contacted Duke 

Energy and they provided a lighting agreement which can be read at City Hall. 

After some discussion, Commissioner Walker made a motion to postpone on the lighting agreement 

provided by Duke Energy until further renovations have been made for McCreery Park.  Commissioner 

Oxtoby seconded and all were in favor.  

Then, the Board scheduled a Special Called Meeting to discuss the Capital Improvement Plan on 

Saturday, April 28, 2018 at 2:30pm, immediately following the Board Budget Retreat. 

Nancy Wilson spoke up and asked the Board to consider taking action regarding the proposed gun 

range.  After some discussion, Commissioner Walker made a motion for City Attorney Jana Berg to 

proceed with a letter of opposition for the gun range to Henderson County to contain signatures from 

all Board members.  Commissioner Morgan seconded and all were in favor 

With no further items to discuss, 

Commissioner Oxtoby made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Morgan seconded and all were in 

favor. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:37pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Tola Ellis, City Clerk.  Adopted this _______ day of 
 
_____________________________, 2018. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 

Fred H. Baisden, Mayor    Tola Ellis, City Clerk 


