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Finance Officer Julie Osteen reported to the Board of Commissioners that 93% of property tax collections have 

already been collected through February and noted that the use of Polk and Henderson Counties to collect for 

the City have proven effective.  Ms. Osteen also noted that the collection of prior years’ taxes now total 

$21,941.39 and noted that the use of Kania Law Firm has been effective in these collection efforts. 

Ms. Osteen proposed three budget amendments. to be offset by the increase in taxes collected through 

February 29.  The first amendment is for $270.00 in administrative expenses related to dues & subscriptions.  

The second and third amendments are to cover $1,300 in repairs and maintenance and to cover $300.00 in fuel 

expenditures.  In the administration department $270 related to dues & subscriptions offset by Ad Valorem 

prior year taxes $270.00. 

In the Police department $1,300 repairs and maintenance to cover additional maintenance on police vehicles 

and $300 in gasoline charges for the additional miles added by the police force for the month.  These 

adjustments will be offset by a reduction in the general liability insurance expense of $1,600. 

In the Transportation department - A $50 adjustment to cover NCDOT pedestrian grant costs incurred that 

were not anticipated in the budget process from an excess in the general liability insurance line item. 

Item #3 Discussion-Chief of Police Training Budget Amendment 

City Manager Jon Cannon reported to the board that Law Enforcement Executive Training (LEEP) is 

recommended for new police chiefs in North Carolina.  Mr. Cannon said that attending this training was one of 

the conditions agreed to in the hiring process and that the cost of the enrollment is included in the Police 

Department Training budget excluding lodging and food costs.  He recommended that the board adopt a budget 

amendment of $2,300 which includes $1,500 for lodging costs and $800 for food costs. 

Commissioner Oxtoby made a motion to approve a budget amendment in the amount of $2,300 from 

contingency authorizing Chief Conner to attend LEEP.  Commissioner Morgan seconded the motion.  All were 

in favor. 

Item #5 Discussion-Historic Saluda Committee Film Budget 

Commissioner Walker asked if there were any stipulations when $2,500 was allocated to the Historic Saluda 

Committee for the Saluda oral history film documentary “Going Home: Saluda’s Music Traditions” the first time 

 



 

 

funds were approved.  Mayor Baisden said that the $2,500 that was allocated before was presented to the 

Commissioners as seed money to get the project started. 

Commissioner Walker stated that the Historic Saluda Committee has generated over $47,000 in revenue 

according to the report provided by Cindy Tuttle and questioned why this shouldn’t be used to cover the project.   

Commissioner Ashburn said that the documentary is over budget because of unanticipated costs to the project 

and also added that the committee had some unanticipated expenses during the Holiday season as noted in 

Mrs. Tuttle’s report.  Commissioner Oxtoby said that the only way that he would approve of a transfer of City 

funds to the committee would be if financial controls were implemented to oversee how the funds are being 

used.  Finance Officer Julie Osteen said that she can add a report to her financial report overseeing these funds.   

Commissioner Walker made a motion to loan $2,500 from the Fund Balance appropriated to the Historic 

Saluda Committee to help complete the oral history film “Going Home: Saluda’s Music Traditions”.  

Commissioner Oxtoby seconded the motion with the condition that the motion be amended to require the 

historical committee to provide the board financial reports showing how these funds are being spent.  

Commissioner Walker amended the motion to require the historical committee to provide the board reports 

showing how these funds are being spent.  Commissioner Oxtoby seconded the amended motion.  All were in 

favor. 

Respectfully submitted by Tola Ellis, City Clerk.  Adopted this ________ day of ____________________, 2016. 

 

_______________________________   _______________________________________ 

Fred H. Baisden, Mayor     Tola S. Ellis, City Clerk 


